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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 edition. Excerpt: . The internal connexion between the two plays reprinted
Doctor in this volume is indisputable. There is, as will be seen, no f ar evidence amounting to absolute proof as
to the priority of Bacon ami either of them to the other in date of composition; and it Bungay. is highly
probable that both were written and performed for 2S, Mion the first time without more than a brief interval
between between them. Thus as Marlowe was born in 1564 (N. S.), and nd1he Greene probably not long before
1560 (for he is known to gjjj have taken his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1578), the two diJerence plays belong to
not very diJerent stages in the lives their respective authors, and oJer fair materials for a comparison between
their giKs and powers as dramatic poets. While, however, Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay has doubtless come
down to us very much as it was written by Greene, and has indeed been described by a comparatively early!
tradition1 as one of the two plays of which he was sole (Author, the earliest copy we possess of Doctor Faustus
contains additions, and possibly further alterations, by other hands than Marlowe s. None of his plays, except
Edward ii (for Dido Queen of Carthage was written conjointly with Nash), is to be regarded as the unadulterated
expression of his own arta; and least of all the tragedy before us. Yet on no other are the marks of...
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