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*****.Iceland in centuries past was a formidable place to live.
Situated in the North Atlantic Ocean, on the edge of the
inhabitable world, the nation was both isolated and abjectly
poor. Centuries of colonisation translated into oppression and
subjugation from the colonial overlords, and a hostile climate
and repeated natural disasters meant that mere survival was a
challenge to even the hardiest of souls. In these 50 miniature
essays, Alda Sigmundsdottir writes about the Icelanders in
centuries past in a light and humourous way, yet never without
admiration and respect for the resilience and strength they
showed in coping with conditions of adversity that are barely
imaginable today. Their ways of interacting with the natural
world are described, as are their sometimes tragic, sometimes
ingenious, means of dealing with maltreatment and injustice
from the church and other rulers. These forms of oppression
include a trade monopoly imposed by Denmark that lasted
nearly two centuries, a ban on dancing that lasted for a similar
length of time, the forced dissolution of households when the
breadwinner...
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R eviews

Undoubtedly, this is actually the very best job by any writer. It is loaded with wisdom and knowledge You will not really
feel monotony at anytime of your respective time (that's what catalogs are for concerning when you check with me).
-- Pr of . La wson Stokes IV      

It in a single of my personal favorite publication. It usually fails to charge an excessive amount of. Once you begin to
read the book, it is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- Mr . Da vid Fr iesen IV      
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