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illustrated. 1919. Excerpt: . . . under the monotonous grind of our machine age. Aside from the necessary relief,
which play brings, its moral and educational value is as great as that of work, and sometimes greater. The
Community Center proceeds on the assumption that the playground is as important as the school room, that
play is recreation as well as recreation, that it is needed by all alike and that the leisure problem is as urgent as
the labor problem. Some of these activities may be described as educational, such as courses of lectures on
scientific and literary subjects, the Americanization of immigrants, a branch library, a savings bank. The object
of these activities is mutual aid in self-development which is one of President Wilsons definitions of democracy.
The Community Center is guided by the principle that education is a life process, that it can be secured only
through self-activity and that it ought to be acquired not apart from but through ones daily vocation. When the
people oi any community perceive the formative principle that the schoolhouse belongs to them and that
education is not limited to book learning, then the way is at once opened to the community use of the
schoolhouse for any kind of cooperative enterprise designed to meet human needs, provided it is never for
profit but for the common welfare. It is my conviction that the time is not far distant when the schools
everywhere will be used not only to inspire co-operation...
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