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TheClassics.us. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 96 pages.
Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1896 edition. Excerpt: . . . The present work needs only a few words by way of introduction. That its
subject calls for treatment in the series of which it forms a part, especially at thiu time, when mens crude and
inconsistent views of language are tending to crystallize into shape, no labored argument is required to prove.
Yery discordant opinions as to the basis and superstructure of linguistic philosophy are vying for the favor, not
of the public only, but even of scholars, already deeply versed in the facts of language-history, but uncertain
and comparatively careless of how these shall be coordinated and explained. Physical science on the one side,
and psychology on the other, are striving to take possession of linguistic science, which in truth belongs to
neither. The doctrines taught in this volume are of the class of those which have long been widely prevalent
among students of man and his institutions; and they only need to be exhibited as amended and supported, not
crowded out or overthrown, by the abundant new knowledge winch the century has yielded, in order to win an
acceptance well-nigh universal. They who hold them have been too much overborne hitherto by the illfounded
claims of men who arrogate a special scientific or philosophic profundity. After one has once gone over such a
subject upon a carefully matured and systematic plan, as | did in my Language and the Study of Language
(oSTew York and London, 1867), it is not possible, when...
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