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Demand Neuware - Essay from the year 2006 in the subject
English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade:
1,3, Queen's University Belfast (School of English), course:
Sociolinguistics, 10 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: Already in the 1960s and 70s have feminist
linguistics started to examine language on the basis of gender
questions. Numerous works focused on the problem whether
women are discriminated through a more powerful 'male'
language use and how sexist language might be avoided.
Within the subject, several different theories arose. This essay
will at first demonstrate the development process of two main
theories dealing with gender and language (the so called
dominance and the difference-theory) and afterwards assess
their adequacy in explaining linguistic behaviour in gender
interaction. In 1973, Robin LAKOFF, a feminist linguist at the
University of California, laid the foundations for a methodical
and academic research on the subject of women's language.
Her most important works Language and Woman's Place and
Women's Language threw light upon the possibility of
discrimination through language use. A very important
example for such a case...
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