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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1918 Excerpt: .able to comply with this order and the House of Burgesses declared their
schools vacant and requested the Governor to appoint fit persons to examine applicants. Hening, Il, November
4, 1686. as one of the principal duties of Parish Clerks. Even in 1801 a writer in the Gentlemen s Magazine,
complaining of the decadence of parish clerks, suggests that they be taken from a better class so as to make
good schoolmasters. 3 This practice must have been transplanted to Virginia. The Crown early offered a bounty
of 20 to encourage ministers, schoolmasters, and clerks to emigrate to America.4 In parish records, such as that
of Bristol,5 the salary of a parish clerk is given as 2000 pounds of tobacco, the minister s, 16,000. In case of the
minister s death or temporary absence, the clerk assumed the duties of a lay reader of the services if he could
read tolerably well. In a few parishes the clerk took the minister s place for long periods, but in the main he
must have had more time and necessity to devote to teaching than had the minister himself. In the colonists
zeal for peace and good government and for the security of the Doctrine and Discipline of the Established
Church of England it is reasonable to believe that the elementary teacher was selected with some care as to
character, if, not as to scholarship. Records may some day acquit a majority of the teachers of these little...
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