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Birlinn General. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Noblest Work of God: The Memoirs of
James Lough and John Craig, Peter Aitchison, For eight years Lough and his family laboured in Ohio before
returning home to Scotland - where they first had to settle the debts they had left unpaid as they dashed for the
Atlantic crossing, before building up a successful coastal trading business. The Loughs experienced tragedy and
pain in the First World War and its aftermath. James was distraught when first his wife and then three of his
four sons perished. Yet throughout, Lough clung to a personal creed based on the principles of thrift, hard work
and personal advancement. He was, in his own words, 'The Noblest Work of God', an honest man with a simple
but profound view of right and wrong. In 1928 Lough returned to America where he helped in the compilation
of a family tribute to John Craig. Like Lough, Craig was a self-made man. He had backed Lincoln in the Civil
War, had made a fortune during Reconstruction, and then lost it again in speculative ventures, before
establishing a shipyard on the Great Lakes. In 1908 he was approached to run for President of the United States
on the Republican ticket, before standing aside for the eventual winner, William Taft. James Lough received a
copy of the Craig book Episodes of my Life in late 1928 and, unknown to his own family, he then wrote down his
own long and remarkable life story which he sent back to his kin in America. It lay forgotten there until a
chance encounter drew the document back to Scotland and to Lough's great-great grandson, Peter Aitchison.
The two works are now combined in a single volume along with a detailed commentary which brings...
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