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northern Georgia to the Gulf of Mexico. Population in the basin was estimated to be 3.7 million in 2005, an
increase of about 41 percent from the 1990 population of 2.6 million. In 2005, slightly more than 721,000 acres of
crops were irrigated within the basin. In 2005, the total amount of water withdrawn in the ACF River Basin was
about 1,990 million gallons per day (Mgal/d). Of this, surface water accounted for 1,591 Mgal/d (80 percent) and
groundwater accounted for 399 Mgal/d (20 percent). Surface water was the primary water source of
withdrawals in the northern and central parts of the basin, and groundwater was the primary source in the
southern part. The largest surface-water withdrawals was from Cobb County, Georgia (410 Mgal/d, mostly from
the Chattahoochee River and Lake Alatoona), and the largest groundwater withdrawals was from Dougherty
County, Georgia (38 Mgal/d, mostly from the Upper Floridan aquifer system). Thermoelectric power generation
accounted for the largest water withdrawals in 2005 at 788 Mgal/d (40 percent). Most of these withdrawals were
used for once-through cooling, and nearly all water used for this purpose was returned to its source. Public
supply accounted for 609 Mgal/d (30 percent) of total withdrawals in 2005, followed by agricultural self-supplied
(including crop, golf course irrigation, and livestock) at 365 Mgal/d (18 percent), commercial-industrial self-
supplied (including mining) at 191 Mgal/d (10 percent), and domestic self-supplied at 37 Mgal/d (2 percent).
Public-supply withdrawals were lowest during January, February, and March (about 500 Mgal/d), and highest
during September (about 700 Mgal/d)....
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