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notable one in history. Three years after the partnership of Faust-Gutenberg, Constantinople fell into the hands
of the Turks, and the Eastern Empire closed its career. The Wars of the Roses depopulated England of her
nobility to such an extent that the royal power rose nearly to absolutism in the dynasty of kings that followed,
and in the next reaction, the power of the Commons came uppermost. In Spain, Ferdinand and Isabella united
their crowns, and drove out the last vestige of Moorish power from Europe the same year that Genoese
Columbus launched his adventurous fleet into the Western ocean. The Medici family were at the height of their
power in Florence, and Lorenzo the Magnificent ascended the throne the same year that Caxton completed the
history we have named. Under his reign were born the great Michael Angelo and the great Raphael. Marcilius
Ficinus, the reviver of the profound study of Plato and the Platonists of Alexandria, was his schoolmaster. What
with the revival of learning and the discovery of new worlds, the mastery over the Moslem, the invention of
printing, and the bloom of romantic art, the Time River, as Goethe calls it, was indeed swollen to overflowing,
and in the age following there arose in Europe the modern States system, and the Balance of Power developed
through the wars of Charles the Fifth with Francis the First and Henry the Eighth. At this epoch appeared the
Reformation, and the new impulse toward independence of authority. Luther, Erasmus and Melancthon appear
at the same time as Copernicus, with the true system of the Universe,...
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