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illustrated. 1922 Excerpt: . . . in Rumania is to be found in the societies for hiring land. In Rumania the land was
owned largely by great proprietors, some of whom owned very large estates. It was not unusual for a
proprietor to let his land to a farmer to work; that is, to a capitalist who paid him a rent for the right to work his
land and who supplied all the machinery, animals, etc. , necessary for the work and profit of the land. These
farmers were very rich men, and in some cases took the farming of many estates; one man had the farming of
half a province. In 1900 some of the peasants, who saw great profits being made by the farmers, thought that
by forming cooperative societies for hiring land they could make these profits for themselves, and accordingly
they formed societies. Before the War no less than 605 of these societies had been formed. They were brought
under state control in 1904. These societies are, by their very nature, limited in membership, as, unlike the
Italian communal farming societies, they do not work the land in common, but divide it among the members. A
certain piece of land is to be hired--say, 1, 000 hectares. A number of peasants come together, and one man
says, I can work five hectares; the next says, I can work two and a half hectares; and so on, depending on the
capacity of the man, his capital, etc. Then, when...
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