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forces, or, perhaps, obtain power to be wielded against the
national cause. Massachusetts cannot afford to occupy an
uncertain position. Therefore, | begin by asking you to think of
our country, our whole country, - in other words, of National
Affairs at home and abroad. Security for the Future It is now
four years since | had the honor of presiding at our annual
Convention, and | do not forget how at that time | endeavored to
remind you of this same national cause then in fearful peril. The
war of armies was ended; no longer was fellow-citizen arrayed
against fellow-citizen; on each side the trumpet was hushed, the
banner furled. But the defection of Andrew Johnson had then
begun, and out of that defection the Rebellion assumed new life,
with new purposes...
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