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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : U. S. Government Accountability Office, 2007 OCLC Number:
(OCoLC)86083266 Subject: Federal aid to terrorism prevention -- United States. Excerpt: . .. Separately, a border
security initiative known as US-VISIT is intended to serve as a comprehensive system for integrating data on the
entry and exit, and verifying the identity, of most foreign travelers coming through the nations air, land, and
sea ports, to mitigate the likelihood that terrorists or criminals can enter or exit at will, or that persons stay
longer than authorized. Our work indicates that US-VISIT faces operational and strategic challenges. DHS has
made considerable progress installing the entry portion of this system, which allows CBP border officers to
verify travelers identities by, among other things, scanning and comparing digital fingerprints and
photographs, and checking biographic information against various federal databases, including the
consolidated terrorist watch list. But Congress goal for US-VISIT - to record the entry, reentry, and exit of
travelers, including those who overstay their authorized stay - has not been fully achieved. According to DHS,
an exit capability using comparable biometric scanning tools is not yet technologically feasible, would be very
costly, and is not likely to be developed or deployed for up to 10 years. Without such a capability, the
government cannot provide certainty that persons exiting the country are the same as those entering - and
thus cannot determine which visitors have overstayed their authorized stay. We recently recommended that,
among other things, DHS should finalize a mandated report to Congress describing how a comprehensive
biometrically based entry and exit system would work in order to achieve US-VISITs intended goals. Agencies
need to address other border-related vulnerabilities as well. For example, CBP,...
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