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Men Risen, winner of the 2012 Orwell Prize for Books, is an epic and visceral story of war. It is the tale of a
beleaguered British battle group fighting desperately to prevent the Taliban seizing control of Afghanistans
Helmand province before the arrival of US Marines. Dead Men Risen examines the nature of true military
leadership as three officers at different levels of command perish while leading their men from the front.
Underequipped and overstretched, guardsmen from the coal mining valleys and slate quarry villages of Wales
found themselves in some of the most intense combat by British troops for more than a generation. They were
confronted by a Taliban enemy they seldom saw, facing the constant threat of Improvised Explosive Devices
and ambush. The action takes place in 2009 as General Stanley McChrystal, the new commander in
Afghanistan, decides that the war is in danger of being lost. One British officer had worked with McChrystal in
Iraq in multiple operations that decimated the al-Qaeda network. Dead Men Risen recounts how British and
American troops fought shoulder to shoulder in Afghanistan. At Patrol Base Jaker in Nawa, a few dozen British
troops keep the Taliban at bay as they await a relief force of 1, 500 US Marines. In another remote outpost on
the edge of the badlands of Marjah, two US Marines equipped with a Toughbook laptop download information
from an American drone and relay it to a British sniper who kills five insurgents from a distance of more than a
mile. The snipers first kill was at a range of a remarkable 1, 764 meters. Four of the kills happened within a
minute. Another pair of snipers killed 75 insurgents in just 40...
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