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illustrated. 1854 Excerpt: . . . here, and, afterwards, by the Emperor Marcus Aureliu3. It is only after the heathen
consciousness has been enlarged so as objectively to acknowledge the existence, in the world, of a Divine order
and law, that a place is afforded where the confession of the Apostles and of the Church may, with the hope of
being understood, be proclaimed with all liberty, and in its entire, full, and deep contents. Tn the appearance of
king Agrippa in this place, we have thus to acknowledge the biblical truth of that power which is so full of
importance for history, and which, by a dark and perplexing expression, has been designated by the name of
the Christian magistrate and the Christian state. But it is, for this reason, all the more necessary to attend to the
fact, that it is expressly pointed out that the position of the king had not, by any means, its foundation in his
personal participation in the salvation of Christ, which, although willed by God, and longed for by the Church, is
yet a distinct matter; and, farther, to the fact, that the matter in question is not, by any means, a promotion of
the Gospel, by receiving into the organism of the Church the resources and powers of the state, but only the
protection which the state is bound to afford, to every citizen, against injury and injustice from without. 35.
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