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weighs over 1 pound. Pollutants act either directly on individual organisms or indirectly by modifying the non-
living ( abiotic ) environment. In order to properly understand these processes, a basic grounding in ecosystem
ecology is needed, but not from a toxicological perspective. This approach is the expressed philosophy of this
text and this new edition fully revises and expands the coverage of this subject. Following a brief introduction to
the principal characteristics of both pollutants and ecosystems, the various ecosystem components are
considered in more detail. Populations, communities and gene pools are examined with an emphasis on the
ways in which pollutants aMect them specifically. The indirect eMects of pollution are considered separately in a
new chapter with particular attention paid to the mechanisms and biological eMects of global warming. A
discussion of the methods used to predict and to monitor the eMects of pollutants, some illustrative examples of
pollution problems and a final summary discussion, complete the book. Certain key themes and cautions run
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